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change for 23 new properties 
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...Connecting the Community to Land 

Loving Land-A Year of Getting You On the Land You Protect- 

Number of Conservation Easements:  20 
Acres:  2,951 
 

Number of Preserves:  9 
Acres:  1,473 
 

Number of Reserves:  24 
Acres:  1,468 
 

Trade Lands: 1 Completed, open for more! 
 

Total Acres Protected by the UPLC:   5,892 

 

There were 6 of us—on a clouded 
and cool day we drove together 
through the sandy highlands on 
an unpaved road for hours, 
headed deep into the heart of the 
Huron Mountains:  “Take a left at 
the hubcap on the birch! Take a 
right just before the third bridge, 
there should be a tree with a 
marking on it—see that flagging 

tape? That’s it!”  The weekend that we completed our initial site inspection of Chris 
and Mark Troudt’s Bald Mountain property was the absolute peak of fall colors and 
the weather could not have been better for a heart-pumping hike.  As we wound our 
way through the hemlock and birch gaining altitude, we stepped along on a carpet of 
spongy lichen and moss, over loose boulders and up steep slopes of granite with just 
a thin layer of moss over the top. Some folks brought hiking sticks to help balance up 
these tricky areas, and we didn’t let the terrain stop us. The view from the top, 
though, stopped us all breathless in our tracks as we stepped out of the trees and up 
onto the exposed rocks with the wind off the lake whipping around. 
 
That feeling—the soul-lifting exhilaration, 
the knowledge that we are both very small 
and that, simultaneously, as a part of the 
ecosystem, we are so huge—that’s why 
UPLC does what it does. The feeling of 
expanding your heart with every breath of 
air is the reason that Mark and Chris are 
choosing to protect their land with a 
conservation easement so that it stays wild, 
protected, forever. It’s a feeling that we 
want to make accessible to you as well. This year, we have been making the 
properties we protect available for responsible recreation. We now have 7 miles of 
marked trails for you to enjoy within a 20 minute drive of Marquette, and more 
planned. We now have three trail systems that are clearly marked and mapped,  
which were built with funding from membership support and the ...(con’td) 

”Adventure Day on 
Bald Mountain” 

was just one of our 
many outings this 
season—more to 
come in the new 

year! 
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Check out the new interactive map on the website to 
learn about individual properties we protect! 

A HUGE thanks to YOU for a record year! 

Some of the intrepid adventurers looking at Bald Mountain from  a nearby peak 

A dramatic view from the North Peak 



 

 

Major Donors Thank You Dinner and Hikes 

More Ways to Support UPLC: 

Have you considered including your support of UPLC as part of the legacy you leave behind?  

If you have already included UPLC in your estate planning, we’d love to know so we can thank you! For sample language or to 
discuss other ways to meet your philanthropic goals, call us at (906)225-8067 or email uplc@uplandconservancy.org today.  

Thrivent Financial allows folks who invest with them to donate on a quarterly basis to charities of your choice in a manner of 

ways. As of October 2016, UPLC has been given more than $3,000 through Thrivent programs this year!  

(con’td) ... love-labor of volunteers. Much of the funding for trail work has been 
coming from Thrivent “mini-grants,” as has funding for many other projects. 
Thank you to those who choose to support UPLC through your Thrivent Choice 
Dollars and Action Teams!  

Survey Results Lead to More Hikes, Trails 
The spring/summer newsletter included a survey—and the results of the survey 
were very clear: You want to get out onto the land you are helping to protect. 
Even some of you who have been supporting UPLC from the beginning had never 
been out on any of the properties we protect! Our other currently “trailed” 
properties are the Vielmetti-Peters Conservation Reserve at the end of Brickyard 
Road, where Kathy Peters has been hosting our trail races while we worked on 
the conservation plan for that property. We are so excited that this beautiful 
property is a designated to demonstrate sustainable forestry, and hope that you 

find some time to get out on the trails soon. The blue-marked waterfall loop is a serene, gentle hike at the confluence of the Spring Creek 
and Midway Creek as they work their way toward the Dead River. We also recently completed nearly three miles of trail work at Tory’s 
Woods Conservation Preserve with your help and we’re very excited for our snowshoe hike there this winter. Special places like Tory’s 
Woods and the Vielmetti-Peters Reserve are there to be protected for you to enjoy. As you get out onto our trails, please stay on marked 
trails and observe posted rules—they may  vary based on the Donor’s wishes for the property, and the rules are in place to preserve the 
integrity of the particular ecosystems.  

We heard you, so let’s hike together!  
We want you to get out and enjoy these lands that you help protect, so we are planning even more 
outings for the new year. In the spring, birding surveys are planned at the Debelak Reserve and the 
Chocolay Bayou Preserve. We will be conducting botany surveys on Bald Mountain, at Tory’s Woods, 
and in the Vielmetti-Peters Reserve—possibly more. Hikes and snowshoing and wildflower hunts—
and, new for this spring: May 20th will be our Spring 5k Fundraising Run! Race (or hike) Over the 
River and Through the Woods to protect land that you love across the UP. Registration is now open! 
Be sure to sign up for our e-newsletter and follow us on Facebook and Twitter @uplandconservancy 
for the most up-to-date announcements about events.  
 

Download brochures and copies of trail maps from the website and get exploring, or come out to an event this year—You’ll fall in love 
with these places, too! 

On November 12th, 16 of our most prominent donors joined the Board of Directors and the 
Staff of UPLC for an up-close look into our biggest projects of the past year and for a nice 
dinner as our way of expressing the inexpressibly deep gratitude for those who have proven 
their commitment to the protecting Land Today for Life Tomorrow alongside UPLC.  9 Donors 
joined Assistant Director Andrea at the Chocolay Bayou Nature Preserve for a short hike and 

discussion about what “community conservation” means to our organization and how UPLC is 
working in partnership with various sectors of the community to ensure that we are engaging 
our community and addressing their needs in our efforts. 6 Donors joined Executive Director, 
Chris Burnett Ph.D. at the Vielmetti-Peters Conservation Reserve for a hike along the waterfall 
trail with discussion about our sustainable forestry program and how we work with 
landowners to find a conservation plan that is best for their land and their conservation 
priorities. The two groups reconvened at the Women’s Federated Clubhouse for a delightful 
dinner from Outlanders and an announcement—Brock Robinson, an active board member and 

easement donor, has offered to auction a multi-night stay at his gorgeous property on the AuTrain Bay—he has two yurts and 
an amazing shoreline. The auction is based through our website and is open until our Annual Meeting on January 23rd. Head 
over to the website and follow the action on Facebook for your chance to stay in this incredible spot. 

Thank you all for your unprecedented support in 2016: the year of new adventures! 

LOVING LAND, continued 

Fixing one of the bridges on the Vielmetti-Peters Trails 

“Bayou Birding 2.0” at the Chocolay Bayou 



 

Monthly Sustainers: 
Ruth Almen 
Brad & Beth Cardinale 
Marge & John Forslin 
Mary Martin  
Terry & Frances O’Neill 
 

Family Donors  
Karen Alholm 
Sue Altman 
Fran & Dane Darling 
Dan Hornbogen 
Bob & Pattie Mercure 
Wolf Rhodes 
Karen Schmidt  

Regular Members 
Anonymous  
Jane Adams 
Constance and Daniel Arnold 
Chris Burnett 
Krista & Jim Clumpner 
Phillip Goodwin 
Margaret Jensen 
Brian & Amy Kudej 
Paul & Zhuang-Zhong 
Lehmberg 
Brion McEachon 
Mike Penko 
Andrew Rickauer 
Jim & Eileen Smit 
Mary & Don Snitgen 
Christine Wilson 

Supporting Members  
Robert Anderson 
Jeffrey Ekola 
Andrew & Stephanie 

Grosvenor 
Scott Hickman &  
Debra Laurie 
Trisha & Andy Hill  
Keith & Vada Kepler 
Julie & Michael Kinsel 
Walter & April Lindala 
Grant & Donna Petersen 
Range Bank 
Art & Paula Saari 

Stewards  
UP Elder Law Firm  
of Brogan and Yonkers 
Ralph & Joan Cook 
Jerry Mohlman 
Mark Murphy 
Carolyn & Bob Myers 
Susan & Dr. Clay Peimer 
Eiko & Gary Seevers 
Dale Thomas 
Debra Wilson 

Benefactors  
Robb & Sacki Ferguson 

 
Super Members 

Sandy and Don Balmer 
Brad & Beth Cardinale 
Bill & Kathy Davis 
Sandy & Mark Ehlert 
Delora & Walter Loope 
Jean & Tim Mclean 
Don & Joanie Miller 
John & Tory Parlin 
Jim & Laurie Peck 
Mark & Christine Troudt 
 

Bayou Donors: Plaque 
Constance and Daniel Arnold 
Lakeshore Bike 
Neil Cumberlidge 
Chocolay Raptor Center 
Dan & Kim Diloretto 
Sandy & Mark Ehlert 
Scott Emerson & Jude 
George & Cynthia Hallam  
Dan Hardie  
Ray & Peg Hirvonen 
Foundation 
Terry Huffman 
James & Barbara Kidder 
Laughing Whitefish Audubon 
Society 
Dr. Frank Lorsbach 
Fred & Carol Margrif 
John & Tory Parlin 
Jim & Laurie Peck 
Kathy Peters 
Mark & Christine Troudt 
Upper Peninsula 
Environmental Coalition 
Bruce Ventura &  
Dr. Christine Hall 

Bayou Donors 
Linda Atkinson 
Cindy Baker 
Elizabeth and Milton Bates 
Christy Bleck 
Richard and May Bohjanen 
Brian and Susan Breeser 
Karen Brin 
Chris Burnett 
Jeff and Jessica Caldwell 
James Cantrill and Elizabeth 

Casady 
Fran & Dane Darling 
Kenneth & Maura Davenport 
Virginia & Dale Davis 
Peggy & John Denham 
Linda Dionne 
Jennifer & Chris Engstrom 
Laura& Frank Farwell 
Jo Foley 
Fred & Elaine Gewirtz 
Wendy Greer 
Katherine Grzesiak 
Colleen Hayse 
Clyde & Debi Hecox 
Kathleen Hiedemann 
Carol Henry & Greg 
Seppanen 
Shirley Houghtaling 
Mark & Joanie Hubinger 
Iron Ore Heritage Recreation 
Authority 
Richard & Jane Jamsen 
Robert & Peggy Jensen 
Lynn Jossi 
Alfred & MaryAnn Joyal 
Bob Kahl 
Julie & Michael Kinsel 
Jeff Knoop 
Elizabeth Koch 
Ken Koldtveldt & Gwen 
Erickson 
Brian & Amy Kudej 
Kelly & Lynn Laakso 
Jim & Norma Matteson 
Mary Pat Linck 
Lisa & Tom McKenzie 
Doug & Pamela Miller 

Heather & Michael Mlsna 
Joseph Mold 
Judi & Fred Mouser 
Sarah Naperala  
Barb & Gerald Ojibway 
Beth Olson 
Steve & Debi Peters 
Allan & Maxine Olson 
Catherine Parker 
Grant & DonnaPetersen 
Rolf Peterson 
Darcy & Bob Rutkowski 
Jon & Christine Saari 
Victoria Siegel 
Jim & Eileen Smit 
Barbara Stamiris 
Ted Sulik 
Bob Sullivan 
Renee Vairus 
Dorothy & Douglas Vanerka 
Eva Vigo 
William & Anne Weaver 
Doug Weesen &  
Laurie Neldberg-Weesen 
Emily Whittaker 
 

In Honor or Memory: 
Virginia & Dale Davis “In 
honor of the marriage of 
Cindy Anderson and Chris 
Peterson September 10th, 
2016” 
Dr. Jim Heron in Memory of 
Jay & Mona Scriba 
Tish Osborn in memory of 
Lewis Peters 
Katherine Rose 

One of UPLC’s most basic responsibilities is to annually monitor the condition of all the 

properties we protect. This fall, I completed the initial monitoring of 21 of the 22 

Conservation Reserves received in 2015 from the Forests for the Future Foundation 

(the 22nd parcel is only accessible in winter).  Located in eight counties in the central 

and western UP and totaling over 1,000 acres, these properties will demonstrate how 

timber management can be used to enhance native biodiversity and prepare for 

climate change.   

Two forestry consulting firms are working with us to design and implement 

management practices that will favor tree species that are uncommon and/or more 

likely to thrive in a warming climate.  These properties are enrolled in Michigan’s 

Commercial Forest Act (CFA) program and are open to the public for non-motorized recreation.  Most of them are accessible from public 

roads, but a few are remote or require permission to cross private property.  Including our two other conservation reserves (Debelak and 

Vielmetti-Peters), we now have a total of 1,468 acres that will be managed partly for timber production. 

The timber stands on the Forests for the Future Conservation Reserves vary widely, from mature hardwoods to cut-over aspen  
Overall, I was favorably impressed with their potential as habitat for native species and as a source of sustainable income to support our 
conservation programs.  And, we now have properties in three new counties (Dickinson, Gogebic, and Ontonagon) that will help spread 
the word about our work.  As a former consulting forester, I became involved with UPLC early in its history to design ecological 
approaches to timber management on the Debelak Reserve and the Ford Eagle Preserve (a one-time salvage harvest).  A decade later, it’s 
gratifying to lead the organization further along the path of using forestry to accomplish broader ecological goals.  

Sustainable Forestry and Climate Change:  UPLC focuses on the future     By Chris Burnett, Ph.D, Executive Director 
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Room on the Board! 

To maintain and increase our capacity to 
protect the UP’s natural heritage, we need a 

diversity of skills and experience on our Board 
of Directors. We particularly need someone 
with financial and non-profit accounting skills 

to help us keep track of our ever-more 
complicated budget.   

Help us spread the word!             

-Volunteers Needed- 

Not enough time to be on the board but still 
want to help? Awesome! From addressing 
envelopes or fixing our computers to trail 

building, we can only protect land today for 
life tomorrow together—Consider joining a 

committee or only as much as you can! 

 

—January 7th Tory’s Woods Preserve Snowshoe 12-3 (meet at the office) 
—January 23rd Annual Meeting 6-9pm at the Marquette Women’s Federation 
Clubhouse (social hour 6-7, annual report at 7, presentations 7:30-9) 
—February 11th Bayou Birding Snowshoe 1-3 
—Feb 19th UP200 Bonfire at the Chocolay Bayou to watch returning teams  
—March 4th Vielmetti-Peters Snowshoe Hike 1-4 
—Date TBA: Film Screening with Laughing Whitefish Audubon Society 
—May 20th “Over the River and Through the Woods” 5k Trail Race/trek at the 
Vielmetti-Peters Reserve 2-6: Registration opens January 1! 
 
RSVP to these events by emailing uplc@uplandconservancy.org—follow us 
on Facebook and Twitter @uplandconservancy and sign up for our               
e-newsletter to make sure you’re catching the most up-to-date information 
on these (occasionally weather-dependent) events!  

I had a wonderful “small town moment” while at the Land Trust Alliance’s national Rally in Minneapolis in October: 
I made it up the first escalator I’d seen in years just fine to go to a workshop titled, “Preparing for First-Time 
Accreditation”...but when I came out of the workshop I found that I was unable to go downstairs. 
I stared in confusion for a while—these were the stairs I used to get here, and now they were moving uphill 
towards me!  I’m not sure how much time passed, but a fellow workshop attendee eventually cleared his throat 
and gently mentioned that the ones that go down were on the other side of the stairwell...Thankfully, I did NOT let 
that moment characterize my entire experience at Rally! I came away from four days of seminars, workshops, and 
meetups actually feeling less daunted by the task in front of this organization, more prepared, and with a network 
of support in my email address book of other organizations that can help us through the next year.  
 
You may have noticed that we are not planning a snowshoe race this winter—it’s actually due to the high volume of work that is 
necessary to become accredited combined with the demands of race organizing. I hope you’ll join us at another (less labor-intensive) 
event this winter and at the next “Over the River and Through the Woods” 5k fundraiser on May 20th! If you’re looking for something to 
pass time this winter, I welcome help in this journey towards being Accredited. By all accounts, we’re in really good shape...which still 
means hours of making sure that the last 17 years of files are all properly stored and accounted for. I know, I make it sound like fun. 
Maybe I sound silly, but working to “level-up” UPLC is one of the most exciting projects I’ve ever undertaken. Join the fun!  

Land Trust Alliance Accreditation Update…          from Andrea Denham, Assistant Director 

Tory and Bruce making trails 


