
What is the Worth of An Acre ? 

While performing annual monitoring with 
NMU intern Jaci on a newly acquired 
property near Republic this fall, Jaci and 
Andrea (UPLC’s Assistant Director and 
your narrator), were given a real treat by 
Mother Nature. We had just parked my 
truck in an overgrown area on the side of 
a two-track several miles from pavement, 

and I had tasked Jaci with leading us to the site using the GPS unit. She was looking 
down at the unit as we trudged down a tunnel of tall young aspens towards the corner 
of the property when I heard a strange noise up ahead. We stopped and listened…“Is it 
deer antlers clashing together?” I asked. No...a bear in the undergrowth? No, the 
clattering sound was coming from up high, the tops of the trees were swaying. 
“Whatever it is, it’s coming towards us!” said Jaci, and we began to back up. Slowly, 
and as majestically as possible for a beast this size, a young bull moose, velvet freshly 
off his antlers, showed us that the sounds we heard were made by the young aspens 
clacking against and clattering along his antlers as he moved onto the road to face us. 
He stared at us for a while at the top of the hill, the sun shining off his ruddy antlers,  
and then he turned and left us feeling very small as he continued towards the pond. 
 

What was that experience worth?  

To a young NMU student, to me, to the moose? 
We probably didn’t convey to Mr. Moose that 
we were there because we care about his home 
and have promised to protect it for his future 
offspring. But Jaci and I haven’t stopped talking 
about that day since. At each of the properties 
we monitored together after that, we paid 
close attention to animal sign in hopes of 
meeting more of the inhabitants of the places 
we protect. For me, that experience emphasized that the worth of an acre of protected 
land cannot be measured by money: protecting land protects my spirit, gives me a 
sense of humility and knowledge of my role as a citizen of this planet; it ensures that 
this experience can be had by others in the future. The land is worth everything.  

...Determining the Worth of Land...Loving Land: Interview with a volunteer...Local Artists Protecting Land!...Big thanks to YOU…! 
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Information and updates from the Upper Peninsula Land Conservancy  
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Number of Conservation Easements:  21 
Acres: 3,040 
 

Number of Preserves:  9 
Acres:  1,473 
 

Number of Reserves:  24 
Acres:  1,468 
 

Trade Land Projects: 1 Complete; 1 in motion 
 

Total Acres Protected by the UPLC:   5,981 
 
Number of projects currently in motion: 8 

 
Number of Acres Adopted: 155 
Number of Donors: in 2017:  264 
Grants received in 2017: $9,300 

Total Donations Received in 2017: $38,364.15 

- Thinking about land in a new way- 
By Andrea Denham, Assistant Director 

Northern Michigan University student intern Jaci Johnston learning 
trail and property monitoring procedures 

Mr. Moose saying hello! 
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Over the River and Through the Woods!            Annual 5K Trail Run Fundraiser continues to be totally rad 

New Faces, New Places!                             Two new board members and 89 more acres protected  in 2017 

Have you considered including your support of UPLC as part of the legacy you leave behind?  

For sample language or to discuss other ways to meet your philanthropic goals, call us at (906)225-8067 or email 
uplc@uplandconservancy.org today. If you have already included UPLC in your estate planning, we’d love to thank you!  

 

Thrivent Financial allows folks who invest with them to donate to charities of your choice on a quarterly basis in several 

different ways, including mini-grants. UPLC has been given more than $5,000 through Thrivent programs to date!  

Chelsea Bromley 

Chelsea joined the UPLC Board in the winter 
of 2016-2017, shortly after moving to 
Marquette from Ann Arbor, Michigan. Prior to 
moving to Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, 
Chelsea worked as a college lecturer of 
Children’s Literature and First Year Writing at 
Eastern Michigan University, where she 

earned two Master’s degrees, one in English Literature and another in Children’s 
Literature, after completing her Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of 
Michigan in Screen Arts & Cultures, and English Literature. Coming from a higher-
education and humanities background, Chelsea reached out to UPLC in hopes of 
bringing a complementary perspective and her artistic and creative skills. She 
currently manages her own art business and works part-time in marketing for a 
Marquette firm. Chelsea has always been passionate about the outdoors, 
spending her childhood summers in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula and exploring 
nature in Northern Lower Michigan where she grew up. She enjoys hiking, 
kayaking, fly-fishing, yoga, and snowshoeing, in addition to her non-outdoor 
recreation hobbies of reading, painting, and going to the movies. Chelsea also 
volunteers for the Fresh Coast Film Festival, where she hopes to help promote 
shared interests in land preservation and nature conservation.  

Brocky Lake Conservation Easement  

Three sisters on a conservation mission made their goals a reality in 2017. The sisters, while now spread across the country, have 
significant family history in the Upper Peninsula, with grandparents born and raised in Ishpeming. Their grandfather built a deer camp off 
the Dishno Grade with his buddies, which became the family retreat in the 1950’s.  Four generations of family have enjoyed this camp, and 
the land has become woven into the fabric of all their lives. The small cabin, sauna by the lake, and trails to explore are full of memories 
and moments for all. “There is curiosity and there are questions at every visit,” says Janet, one of the sisters. “Will the loon family be on 
the lake? Will we see an osprey or even an eagle? What about a moose this time? Are we going to find a marsh iris and what kinds of 
dragonflies will be out on the lake?”   

The sisters defined good stewardship of the undeveloped 
shoreline and woods by first pooling together to buy more 
shoreline that was being divided for development, and then in 
2017 they donated a conservation easement to UPLC, making the 
future of the 89 acres secure forever. The ‘human impact’ on this 
property will forever be the impact of preserving and protecting 
the land for all the plant, animal, and insect species who call it 
their home. We are so grateful that folks like these sisters are out 
there protecting every acre they can.                                         
 
If you’d like more information about how to protect your family’s land forever, give us a call.  

Adam Berger, 

Treasurer 

Adam joined the 
UPLC board in the 
fall of 2017 and 
quickly  took on the 
arduous task of 
learning the ropes 

of Board Treasurer, as well as assisting us with 
implementing many critical changes and creating a 
financial procedures manual. Adam holds a PhD in 
social anthropology and an MA in educational 
psychology. He is interested in place-based education, 
and the connection between schools and 
environmental nonprofits in the Upper Peninsula. 
Professionally, he has worked in educational and the 
nonprofit sectors, including at a major foundation in 
NYC. Adam owns a cabin surrounded by the Ottawa 
National Forest where he hunts mushrooms, and has a 
lifelong interest in preserving the biological diversity of 
the Northwoods ecosystem. 

REGISTRATION 

OPEN!  

Register online 

at active.com  

or use the back 

of the card 

insert included 

in this letter.  

Wahoo! 

Was your New Year’s Resolution the same as Andrea’s—to get in shape? Run a 
5k? Do more good in your community? Well, oh boy, do we have the opportunity 
for you to make your resolution a reality! The third weekend in May is now your 
goal to be 5k-ready. If you’re looking for participation opportunities aside from 
running, you can help with trail preparation events on Friday May 18th, sign up 
as a volunteer to help prepare for and/or put on the event, and donate items for 
the silent auction and dinner which will take place after the race. You and your 
company or organization can  also sponsor the event in exchange for some pretty 
awesome PR opportunities! Give Andrea a call with questions: 906/225-8067 
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Loving the Land: a conversation about volunteering with Marc LaBeau 

UPLC: How did you start volunteering with UPLC? MLB: I started volunteering when long-time friend of Kathy Peters was finalizing the 
transfer of her property to the UPLC.  Work needed to be done to improve the trails and it was easy to join the trail crew as everyone 
from UPLC was friendly and enthusiastic about the project. UPLC: Which UPLC properties have you been to? MLB: I've wandered around 
the Vielmetti-Peters Preserve, the Chocolay Bayou, Tory's Woods, and a fun hike up Bald Mountain. It’s exciting to look at the UPLC map 
of properties and dream of possible explorations all over the UP. UPLC: What is your favorite thing about volunteering? Why do you do 
it? MLB: My favorite part of volunteering with a group like the UPLC is engaging with people while working toward a common goal.  I 
truly enjoy the attitude of individuals who have volunteered to accomplish something. I have chosen to live in the Upper Peninsula 
because of the area's natural beauty and the UPLC is actively involved in maintaining and even restoring the local area. It’s a group that 
helps put action into the mantra of thinking globally and acting locally. UPLC: What would you say to someone interested in 
volunteering? MLB: I would tell them it is incredibly rewarding it is to put your thoughts and values into something with tangible 
outcomes that everyone is welcome to enjoy.  Everyone I've met in the UPLC has been very welcoming and friendly! 
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Room on the Board! 

To maintain and increase our capacity to 
protect the UP’s natural heritage, we need a 

diversity of skills and experience on our Board 
of Directors. We particularly need someone 

with grant writing and marketing skills to help 
us continue our current growth.   

Help us spread the word!             

-Volunteers Needed- 

Not enough time to be on the board but still 
want to help? Awesome! From addressing 
envelopes or fixing our computers to trail 

building, we can only protect land today for 
life tomorrow together—Consider joining a 

committee or volunteering for projects! 

 

—January 20th Annual Meeting 6-9pm at the Marquette Women’s Federation 
Clubhouse (social hour 5:30-6:30 annual report at 6:30, guest presentations 7-8) 
—Feb 16th UP200 Bonfire at the Chocolay Bayou to watch sled teams race by 
—March 17th Vielmetti-Peters Snowshoe Hike 1-4 
—April 12th 7: Presentation at Peter White Public Library with the Building Love: 
Imagine Series; Discussions on building love for the land in our community  
—April 14th Tory’s Woods Preserve Snowshoe 12-3 (meet at the office) 
—May 19th “Over the River and Through the Woods” 5k Trail Race/trek at the 
Vielmetti-Peters Reserve: Registration is open at active.com! $30/adult racer 
 
All events are free and open to the public unless otherwise noted. RSVP by 
emailing uplc@uplandconservancy.org—follow us on Facebook 
@uplandconservancy and sign up for our e-newsletter to make sure you’ve 
got the most up-to-date information on weather-dependent) events!  

 

Shout Out to Local Artists and Partners!   

 Our last newsletter was all about collaboration, and that trend of forming partnerships has not slowed! Restoration Thursdays at the 
Chocolay Bayou with the ‘Preservers’ and the Marquette County Conservation District and the community were a roaring success, with 
nearly 1,500 hours of volunteer/MCCD crew labor completed. We built and signed trails, completed the boardwalk, fenced and planted 
native plants in a high-erosion area, and much more. Signs designed by Northern Michigan University students in the Center for Native 
American Studies program are installed at the Bayou, and signs designed by Outdoor Recreation Leadership and Management students 
will be installed at both Tory’s Woods and the Vielmetti-Peters Reserve in the spring.  The annual Chocolay Bayou Celebration’s canoe 
race is our next focus for expanding into partnerships with businesses both locally and nationally! We worked with TruNorth kayak 
guides in 2017 to guide trips in the Bayou and to help ensure the safety of our paddling racers. Thank you for YOUR partnership! 

Some of the work produced through artistic partnerships: 
“Superiorland” painting/card set by Chelsea Bromley of The Big 
Lake. 10% donated to UPLC, can be found on Etsy.com. 
 Aaron Peterson Photography came to several events and 
donated professional quality photos for our use, including this 
one of last summer’s Restoration Tuesdays at the Chocolay 
Bayou.  “Planting the Future” recycled sterling silver pendant by 
Beth Millner Jewelry. $50 is donated to UPLC for each pendant 
purchased; we’ve been given $550 from this collaboration 
already!  This  pendant will only be available until October 2018. 


